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THE NORTH FACE ANNOUNCES PLANS TO HOST A 1MW SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM  
 

Ground mounted system from EI Solutions will feature single axis trackers to maximize energy 
production and an innovative dual land-use design 

 
 

PASADENA, CALIF. – AUGUST 5, 2008 – EI Solutions, a leader in smart solar solutions, today 
announced their partnership with The North Face ®, the world’s premier supplier of authentic, 
innovative and technically advanced outdoor apparel, equipment and footwear, to design, build 
and install a 1MW solar electricity system at its West Coast distribution center located in Visalia, 
Calif.  Scheduled to be completed by the end of this year, the system will be financed, owned 
and operated by San Francisco-based Recurrent Energy, the pioneer in Solar as a ServiceSM. 
100% of the electricity will be sold to The North Face under a Power Purchase Agreement.  
 
EI Solutions’ innovative design calls for construction of the new system over a storm water 
retention area located on the property, allowing for its dual use and providing a buffer to 
adjacent properties.  By protecting the retention function of the area, the design negates the 
need for a new draining system while at the same time providing a clean, noise-free use of the 
land. Another key feature in the system’s design is the use of RayTracker™ GC single-axis 
solar trackers, on which 5,445 Suntech photovoltaic (PV) panels will be mounted.  By tracking 
the sun as it moves across the sky, RayTracker will keep the mounted PV panels focused on 
the sun’s rays, thereby maximizing the amount of energy produced by each panel and 
increasing the system’s return on investment.  The new ground-mounted system will be located 
adjacent to VF Corporations’ (The North Face’s parent company) 800,000-square-foot, state-of-
the-art distribution center.   
 
“We are deeply committed to exploring new and creative solutions for energy reduction,” said 
Steve Rendle, President, The North Face.  “Through our partnership with El Solutions and 
Recurrent Energy, we have achieved a tremendously innovative design that will yield above-
average energy production, emission reduction, and financial savings.” 
 
“The North Face is a company that, along with its commitment to social responsibility and the 
environment, is well known for its innovative use of technology in its products,” said Andrew 
Beebe, president or EI Solutions.  “We’re excited to work with them, along with Recurrent 
Energy, to design and build a system that’s not only economical, but also one that incorporates 
the latest technology and land-use techniques, thus enabling higher efficiency and having a 
greater overall impact.”  
 
According to national metric data provided by the Environmental Protection Agency, the solar 
system - owned and operated by Recurrent Energy - is expected to reduce carbon emissions by 
over 1,300 metric tons annually, which is equivalent to removing close to 250 automobiles from 
operation for one year or preserving over 11 acres of forest.  
 
About EI Solutions 
EI Solutions is one of California’s fastest-growing providers of commercial and utility-scale solar 
power systems. The company has completed projects for a wide variety of public agencies and 
private companies including Sony, BT and the largest solar installation on a US corporate 
campus, a 1.6 megawatt system on Google’s Mountain View headquarters. EI Solutions’ 



headquarters are in San Rafael, California, where all engineering, project management, finance 
and administrative functions are based. EI Solutions also operates a sales and marketing office 
in Pasadena, California, at the home of its parent company, Energy Innovations. Energy 
Innovations, an Idealab company, has assembled a world-class team of experts in the fields of 
solar concentration and single axis tracking to deliver cost-effective, grid-competitive solar 
electric power. More information can be found at www.eispv.com or by calling 800.237.0916. 
 
About Recurrent Energy 
Recurrent Energy is a leading solar power developer and an industry pioneer in Solar as a 
ServiceSM. The company owns and operates onsite solar power systems, selling clean electricity 
to its customers at grid-competitive rates. By overcoming the barriers preventing widespread 
adoption of distributed solar power, Recurrent Energy makes solar a practical choice for today’s 
large energy users in the commercial, government, and utility markets. For more information on 
Recurrent Energy and Solar as a Service, please visit www.recurrentenergy.com. 
 
About The North Face 
The North Face, a division of VF Outdoor, Inc., was founded in 1968. Headquartered in San 
Leandro, California, the company offers the most technically advanced products in the market to 
accomplished climbers, mountaineers, snowsport athletes, endurance athletes, and explorers. 
The company's products are sold in specialty mountaineering, backpacking, running, and 
snowsport retailers, premium-sporting goods retailers and major outdoor specialty retail chains. 
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